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SUBJECT: ROSCOE BROWN PARTICIPATION IN OIL/GAS PIPELINE 
SEMINAR-EXHIBIT 

USDOC FOR BEWT/TPD/ROBINSON 

REF: MOSCOW 1 1467 

1. COMMERCIAL OFFICE HAS RECEIVED TWO VERY STRONG TELEXES 
FROM BRUCE THOMAS OF WELT INTERNATIONAL PROTESTING AGAINST 
POSITION REFTEL THAT PARTICIPANTS IN SEMINAR EXHIBITS IN COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SHOULD BE TECHNICALLY-QUALIFIED OFFICIALS OF FIRMS 
RATHER THAN AGENTS WHO REPRESENT FIRMS IN COMMERCIAL DEALINGS 
WITH SOVIETS. THOMAS HAS ARGUED THAT IN CASE OF ROSCOE BROWN, 

FIRM UNABLE MEET COST OF SENDING REP TO MOSCOW; THAT WELT, AS 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ROSCOE BROWN HAS FULFILLED ALL OF USDOC 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS SUCH AS SEMINAR- 
EXHIBIT; AND THAT COMMOFF'S RELUCTANCE ACCEPT WELT AS ROSCOE 
BROWN S REP FOR SEMINAR-EXHIBIT CONSTITUTES INTERFERENCE IN 
WELT'S RELATIONSHIP WITH ROSCOE BROWN. THOMAS HAS 

ALSO PROPOSED TRIP TO MOSCOW TO DISCUSS ISSUE WITH COMMOFF. 

2. ALTHOUGH COMMOFF HAD ANTICIPATED SOME REACTION FROM WELT, 
TOMAS’ RESPONSE STRIKES US AS EXTREME. AS FAR AS COMMOFF 
CONCERNED, WE VALUE WELT'S PARTICIPATION IN OFFICIALLY- 
SPONSORED EVENTS AND CERTAINLY HAVE NO IDEA OF DISCRIMINATING 
AGAINST WELT, AS THOMAS CLAIMED WE WERE DOING. FACT OF THE 
MATTER IS, HOWEVER, THAT DURING JUNE 1975 PULP/PAPER 
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SYSTEMS FOR THAT EVENT) WAS NOT ABLE TO SET UP M/K SYSTEMS' 
EXHIBIT INSTRUMENTS AND COULD NOT RESPOND TO MORE TECHNICAL 
QUESTIONS POSED BY SOVIET SPECIALISTS. THOMAS HAS ARGUED IN 
TELEXES THAT IF WELT CAN REPRESENT ROSCOE BROWN IN COMMERCIAL 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH TRAKTOROEXPORT, WELT SHOULD ALSO BE ABLE TO 
PRESENT PAPERS FOR ROSCOE BROWN AT SEMINARS. IN VIEW OF COMMOFF, 
THIS ARGUMENT MISSES POINT THAT SEMINARS ARE INTENDED TO PROVIDE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR TECHNICAL EXCHANGES OF VIEWS BETWEEN SOVIET 
SPECIALISTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF U.S. FIRMS AND, CONSEQUENTLY, 
DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM COMMERCIAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. ALTHOUGH FINAL DECISION ON THIS MATTER MUST REST WITH 
BEWT/TPD, WHICH RESPONSIBLE FOR PROCUREMENT, COMOFF PROPOSES 
FOLLOWING SOLUTION AS BEST CALCULATED TO AVOID PROBLEMS WITH 
WELT. WE WOULD SUGGEST THT WELT BE INFORMED THAT AS MATTER OF 
POLICY, COMPANIES PARTICIPATING IN SEMINAR-EXHIBITS HELD IN 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE REPRESENTED BY 
TECHNICALLY-QUALIFIED COMPANY OFFICIAL, AND NOT BY AGENT. 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW FACT THAT ROSCOE BROWN HAD SIGNED P FOR THIS 
EVENT BEFORE THIS POSITION WAS ADOPTED, EXCEPTION WILL BE MADE 
TO ALLOW LEO WELT TO REPRESENT ROSCOE BROWN AT THIS EVENT AND 
DELIVER SEMINAR PAPER. HOWEVER, WHOEVER REPRESENTS COMPANIES 
IN FUTURE EVENTS MUST POSSESS SOLID TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS TO 
PRESENT AND DISCUSS SEMINAR MATERIAL. 

4. IN CASE OF 9TH COMPANY WHICH WELT WISHES TO ADD TO THIS 
EVENT, COMOFF BELIEVES WE SHOULD INSIST THAT IF THIS COMPANY 
IS TO TAKE PART IN EVENT IT WILL HAVE TO BE REPRESENTED 

FOR PURPOSES OF SEMINAR PRESENTATION BY COMPANY OFFICIAL. 
OTHERWISE, WE SHOULD STICK WITH EIGHT COMPANIES CURRENTLY 
RECRUITED (INCLUDING ROSCOE BROWN). 

5. PLEASE ADVISE THOMAS THAT VISIT TO MOSCOW AT THIS TIME NOT 
RPT NOT NEEDED. 

STOESSEL 
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